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ment, should with your approbation be allowed a commission of 5 per
cent on the produce of the sales in England, after the manner in which
you gratify your supercargoes at Canton, to be divided in the proportions
of their respective salaries. This is a consideration which we have no
doubt the superiority of the present investment, owing to the united and
strenuous exertions of this Government and the Board of Trade, will easily
afford to yield them. On this principle, and in full confidence of obtain-
ing your acquiescence in a promise which appeared to us so equitable a
recompence for the steady and devoted attention of your senior servants,
bound under such an obligation to the interests of the Companv, we
have been induced to hold out the expectation of it to them, and now
earnestly request that you will approve of our intention and allow the
commission to them accordingly, paying the amount of it to their respec-
tive agents in England in the proportions above mentioned.
17.    Although the several contracts for goods have been referred to
and confirmed ultimately by us we meant only to reserve to ourselves a
general superintending and controuling power in  the provision of this
investment, to be used when it might tend to promote the public interests,
and to avoid every interference in the detail which might only obstruct
them and which is moreover the peculiar province of your Board of Trade.
18.    We are happy to find  that by adopting the present plan  we
have anticipated your wishes and so nearly hit upon the measures pres-
cribed to us by your commands of the sgth August 1781, which we have
since received, that we venture to assure ourselves of receiving your hearty
and entire approbation.
19.    We have only further to add on this subject that the plan, in
its  present  form,   was  no   sooner   published    than   the   amount  of   the
subscription immediately filled, and names were added to a much greater
extent to whom we thought it necessary to promise a preference in any
future loan of this kind.    The first upon the list were accordingly admitted
to make up the additional sum of 20 lacks when we resolved to encrease
the loan to i crore of rupees as above mentioned.
20.    The Madrassa1 or College for the promotion of oriental learning,
which was established by our resolution of the i8th April 1781, having
been placed upon a proper and regular footing, and
Consultation  jrd      fae  buildings  for  that  purpose  completed,   we  have
ie                         assigned   the   revenues   of   certain   villages   in   the
neighbourhood amounting to rupees  1500 per month to its support and
have no  doubt that  it will  be  found  fully to answer  the  end  of  its
institution.
21.    We   have   formerly   represented   to   you   the  particulars   of   a
Consultations   soth  difference subsisting between our Mint Master and the
April, ^vth May [...]    Assay Master at Fort St. George, in their reports upon
July.                         the value and produce of gold bullion remitted to that
Presidency,   and   at   the   instance   of   Mr.   Paxton,   our   Mint   Master,